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Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

09/623.604 



Examinar 

Charles A Fox 



App|jcant(s) 
GUYOTETAL \' 



Period fo7 gpr""" -Ppi^" on tH. cov.r . W ^,U, t,o Jorr.spond.nc. .Lss - 

^ii^.^?^'^^^ STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONITHfS^ from 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION ' MONTH(S) FROM 

earned patent term adjustment See 37 CFR 1704(b). « mo communiceUon, even it tfm«V flW. may reduce any 

Status 

1)13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 29 Jufv 2004 . 
2a)l2 This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fonmal mattery, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 . 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) ia Claim(s) 1-14 and 18-18 is/are pending In the application. 

4a) Of the alrove daim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6}ia Claim(s) 1-14 and 16-18 is/are rejected. 

7) D ClaimCs) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 C[aim{s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is ol)jected to by the Examiner. 

10) 13 The drawin9(s) filed on 16 January 2002 is/are: a)EI accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 
Applicant may fK>t request that any objection to the clrawng(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet{s) including the correction is required if the <Jrawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 121 (d) 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or fomi PTO-152. 
Priority under 35 U,S,C. § 119 

12) 13 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U S C § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (0 
a)(3AII b)a Some *c)n None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
• See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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Claim Objections 

Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: reference numeral 
(65) is claimed as being a sliding surface, this Is not the case. Reference numeral (65) 
Is a plurality of concave areas on a guide assembly, the slides which are a part of the 
concave area have a reference numeral of (63). Appropriate con-ection is required. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written descriplion of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making arri using tt. m such full, clear, concise, and exact temis as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claim 1-14 and 16-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112. first paragraph, as 
failing to comply with the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter 
which was not described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in 
the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most neariy connected, to make and/or use 
the invention. Claim 1 has the new limitation of a plurality of sliding surfaces (63) 
altemating with a plurality of hooking points (60). The specification and the drawings 
show three sliding members between each hooking point. As such the sliding surfaces 
do not alternate with the hooking points. Claims 2-14 and 16-18 are rejected based on 
their dependency on claim 1 . 

Response to Amendment 
The amendments filed on July 29, 2004 have been entered into the record. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 1-14 and 16-18 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome 
the rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112. 1" paragraph, set forth in this Office action. The 
limitation in claim 1 of the cable holding the grab assembly being separate from the 
guide assembly (13) is not taught or suggested by the closest prior art of Staples et al. 
When rewriting claim 1 to overcome the 35 U.S.C. 112 rejection care must be taken to 
claim the guide assembly in an accurate manner. Areas (65) are concave areas on the 
device, but the sliding members in that area are references as numeral (63). When 
numerals are used in the claims they will be accorded the meaning given those 
numerals in the specification and drawings. 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments, filed July 29, 2004. with respect to the rejection(s)of 
claim(s) 1-18 have been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection 
has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection 
is made as provided above. 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejecUon presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory acUon is not 
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mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action Is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry conceming this communication or eariier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Charies A. Fox whose telephone number is 703-605- 
4294. The examiner can nomially be reached between 7:00-5:00 Monday-Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Eileen D. Lillis can be reached at 703-308-3248. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




